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Cognition underling converb “yaru”
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Abstract
Two kinds of usage are found in the dictionaries on the converb "yaru", i.e., (i) expres-
sion of benefactive action to others, and (ii) expression of negative feeling. The usage (ii)
seems to be contradictory to the usage (i). The present paper analyzes the recognition
behind the usages of the converb "yaru" and attempts to establish a generalization
which cover both of two usage. The converb "yaru" shows the speaker recognizes (i)
that there is a conflict, (ii) that the actor can solve CONFLICT, and (iii) that the actor has
CONTROLLABILITY. It also explains how the usage of "yaru" affect the rank of the per-
sons concerned, and the usage of other benefactive converbs such as "kureru" and

"morau".

Key words : converb "yaru", conflict, controllability, speaker's recognition
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