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Two Types of Copulative Constructions in Polynesian Languages

Toru Shionoya

Abstract
The meaning expressed by copulative constructions can be divided into two categories: 1)
identification, and 2) attribution. Some Polynesian languages have a single copulative construction
used for both identification and attribution, while other Polynesian languages have two distinct
constructions; one is for identification and another is for attribution. The copulative construction used
in the former group is structurally similar to the one used for identification in the latter group.

Keywords : Copulative construction, Verbless sentence, Nominal predicate, Polynesian
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3 This man is Taro.

4 This man is a student.

@
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i‘oa

igoa

wai
vai

ai

wai

kou
t0 'oe

lou

vai

ai

inoa?
1'oa?

igoa?

inoa



ko

A B
Shumway"”’
6 Ko e tohi eni.
()
(
Ko e tohi
eni
7 Ko e tohi eni.

(definite)
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10
8 Ko e
9 Ko e
10 Ko e
Vava'u
11 Ko e
talavou.

11
e faiako
ko

left-dislocation

left-dislocation

falelelei e  falé ni.
faiako au.
fonuasai 'a  Vava'u.
Vava'u
faiakd ko e fefine
()

left-dislocation

ko( 0
ko
left-dislocation
Shumway Tu‘inukuafe
12 Ko hoku hingoa ko Sione.
Sione
Sione

4)



hoku hingoa

ko ko
17 Ko  Tinilau ma Hina te ulugalt.
T. H.
Tinilau  Hina
Hunkin® 18 Ko tana galuega tena.
13 ‘O 16 matou  fale lenei.
ko
he ko
‘O 16 matou fale
‘o ko
- 19 (Ko) he ika taua te  atu.
(14) O le la‘aulenei mea. ko
ko he
‘o left-dislocation (20)
2n
left-dislocation (15) 20 Ko na tino iéna ko ona
(16)
lava hoavaka.
15 ‘O a‘u ‘o le tama.
21 Ko te atu (ko) he ika taua.
16 ‘O Lagi ‘o le foma’i.
Lagi
Lagi
Neess!”
o ko
22 Ko to ilamotu.
Hooper(é)
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ko

23 A Lupae hahine lavoi.

Lupa
Lupa

e hahine lavoi

A Lupa

- (23)

left-dislocation

Du Feu®

24 To‘oku ingoa ko Vero.
Vero.

Vero
ko Vero Vero ko

Du Feu®

Fuentes"” 24)

25 ko kori
Kori

Kori

tooku ingoa.

(24) (25)
left-dislocation

Du Feu® ko

- (26)
- (27)
Feu®
26 To’oku taina he  profesor.
27 He hi ikate anga o to’oku taina.
Harlow
28 Ko Rei toku ingoa.
Rei
29 Ko te  Pirimia ténei.
ko
30 He kai-whaka-akoa  Mere.
Mere
left-dislocation
28
31 Ko toku ingoa ko Rei.
Rei

left-dislocation
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he



Carpentier and Beaumont''"

ko -
32 Ko Teariki tona ingoa.
Teariki
Teariki
e
33 E tioka tera.
Académie tahitienne'?
‘o
34 ‘o Teri‘i tOona  metua tane
T.
Teri‘i
e
35 e fa‘ehau tera ta‘ata

Elbert & Pukui"®

36 ‘O Pua ko’u inoa.
Pua

Pua

82

he

37 He kumu ‘o Pua
Pua
Pua
ko
ko
‘0
ko ‘o
he e
ko e
ko he
ko he
ko e
‘0 e
‘0 he
ko
ko




ko
he

ko ko
he
“Whatis ?” "Whois ?"
“Who
is ?” A “Whatis ?”7 A
“Whois 2?7 A A
“What is
?27” A A
2

“Whois ?” A
“Whatis ?” A

“Whois 2?27 A

38 Ko aite  tino te(ia)?

39

40

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

Koai te  me‘e nei?

Ko wali tou ingoa?

Ko ‘ai to‘ou | riletua va‘ine?
‘0 vai tera ta‘ata.

‘O wai ke kumu?

“Whatis 77 A

He a  téna?

3

He ahate me‘e nei?

He ahate mea ra?

E a‘a teia?

E aha to ‘oe toro‘a?



49 He aha kela?
50 He reka énei kai.
51 He poepoeka honua.
“Whois 2?7 A
“Whatis ?7 A
Harlow
reka poepoe
he
ko ‘o
ko ‘o he
(50) (51) ke
he
he
ko ‘o he he
(14)
he
ko ‘o he
he
he e
he e
he e he
he
Bauer'!®
he he
he e classifying particle
Harlow''”  Elbert & Pukui'®
50 51
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he

he

he

he
he

he e

ko

he
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