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Residents’ Attitudes and Behaviors

Toward Brown Bears in Sapporo
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The goal of this study is to provide basic information on the attitudes and behaviors of residents in
Sapporo toward brown bears (Ursus arctos) and bear management and, by doing so, to contribute to
more informed management and policy decisions. The author conducted a mail survey among the
residents of Sapporo living near the points where bears or their signs were reported in 2010 or 2011.
The result showed: (1) the level of acceptance of bears is as high as half in the sample, (2) mass media
and neighborhood associations play important roles in dispersing information and knowledge about
bears, (3) respondents want the municipal government to conduct a variety of activities, including bear
habitat investigation and public education, and (4) farmers and orchard owners also want more direct

measures to avoid product losses.
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