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Abstract

The objective of this research is to provide a better understanding of the attitudes and behaviors of
residents toward brown bears (Ursus arctos) and brown bear management in large cities. The author
conducted mail surveys with similar questions among the residents of Sapporo in 2012 and 2014. The
results showed in 2014, (1) in areas where bears had been appearing, a relative majority of respondents
accepted bear inhabitation outside human residential areas as in 2012, (2) about half the respondents
took some kinds of precautions against bears as in 2012, (3) more respondents than in 2012 wanted the
municipality to help people take precautions, to introduce compensation programs, and/or to implement
preventive control kill of bears in the spring, (4) in area without bears appearing, less respondents than
in 2012 accepted bear inhabitation outside human residential areas, and more respondents than in 2012
expected stricter responses to bears only sighted in the forest.
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