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On Prenasalized Stops in Dialects of Southern Himkka

Takeshi SHIMADA'

This paper examined three prenasalized st&p$, ["d], and[?g] in Todohokke dialect and Setana
dialect of Southern Hokkaido. The existence of thesunds has been thought to be one of the char-
acteristics which distinguish the dialects fromr8tard Japanese, while the sounds has been reported
to occur less frequently, even in conversation genfed by elderly speakers.

The free utterances of three participants weoorged and the prenasalized stops were searched for
A small number of examples of each sound were cordd in the utterances. In the same environment,

however, non-prenasalized variants [b], [d], anfiWere also observed more frequently.
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