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ABSTRACT

In Japan, where the population is declining, regional creation is an important policy issue, with the
creation of employment, promotion of migration, and increase in the number of births in rural areas
as policy areas. This is also true for Urban parks. Urban parks are required to demonstrate their
multiple functions for the benefit of cities, regions and citizens, and one of these multiple functions
include the regional creation. Cooperation with the private enterprise is the key to make the multiple
functions of urban parks more effective. For this reason, Park-PFI has been established to accelerate
cooperation with private enterprise with a strong business orientation (in this paper, we call it
"businesses utilizing urban parks").

Therefore, I conducted three studies with the aim of clarifying the specific role of urban parks in
overcoming population decline through the “businesses utilizing urban parks”. The first was to
understand the actual situation of public-private cooperation in urban parks, the second was to survey
the attitudes of private enterprises toward the "businesses utilizing urban parks", and finally the third
was to survey the attitudes of local governments toward the "businesses utilizing urban parks".

The first study was to understand the actual situation of public-private cooperation. I collected a
wide range of examples of sounding market research and public call for proposal in urban parks, which
have been introduced nationwide in recent years, and clarified the types of urban parks, regional
classifications, changes in time series, purposes of public solicitation, and attributes of private
businesses, as well as the relevance to local development.

The second study was a survey on the attitudes of private enterprises. I conducted a questionnaire
survey of private enterprises nationwide who are interested in the urban park business. Through factor

nn

analysis and correlation analysis of "motivation," "conditions," and "type" of urban park business, I
clarified the relationship between the characteristics of the "businesses utilizing urban parks" and
overcoming population decline.

The third study was a survey on the attitudes of local governments. I conducted a questionnaire
survey of local governments across Japan to understand the expected effects of the "businesses
utilizing urban parks", expected business types, issues, and expected capabilities of private businesses.

Finally, based on these results, I found that there is a role for contributing to population decline

through diverse business creation and a role for providing opportunities for private sector operators to

improve their capacity.



In conclusion, this paper presents a new role of urban parks in overcoming population
decline. The results of this study are useful in enhancing the value of urban parks in the era

of population decline.
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