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Some Regional Variations of Morphology and
Syntax in American English

Shozo Takemoto

Abstract

It is a matter of common knowledge that in American English several regional
types of socially preferred speech are fairly well established. With typical American
democracy Americans seem generally to consider each regional standard as good
and acceptable as others.

Thus, even to some extent among the cultured, well educated speakers, regional
variations of morphology and syntax can easily be traced. For example; hadn’t
ought for ‘oughin’t) and the choice of the preposition fo in such expressions as
he isn’t to home, sick to the stomach are all characteristic of the Northern area.
Pil wait on you, all the further, I want off, quarter till eleven and sick on the
stomach are to be found in the Midland, whereas you-all, might could, I done told
you that and wuse to didn’t are characteristic of the South.

F L & I

WL T A BFEEOELRELEEZLN D L OOBIINIL D 0y, 0
FORLHEMCHCLAB L DOREHCEF T, Fhbr RIS EL
E5&THIE, ZORRERVBLEELZDNALDOHITARED k-
TLE 5,

A4 F Y ARFEL OB\ CE 2 el Ui b i — A DR, #-
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LTHEHESL LD, B TR DD DIXMRTH S,

Lind, HEMREELLTELDHE, MBS HOMBEL I Lk
Db, BOKODEENEDO IS EBOAACHWHERTWEMNE LS
HERBOMESY LERT2 = LBk, 2% b speech community O
HOHEV SADZEEZTL, BoAx, PLOA~, EBoAxrLSEL
FIRETHHT, ®HA—208EEN, ERETOr Lo A4 ERET
AUbhTusnd w5 282, AL LTORTEROBERERITK >
THELDTH D,

FERR, MM IR L HAEREAREHE L, HREE TS
nTwieh, Buelie, ERREN ESBRAEDEFICRATH TS, 7
MEENEEREHEBCO AR 1) LTW50THhE, EbboBad
—BALERTORT L LTOMRIRXR 0L {le->TLE S,

f-TZ 2Tk, HFEOHIERME L M, To@EABEY LERL TTr
R b7, Zh#w MacDavid 058 E2 S L LT, RO LS5EHbbLT
Wz kT,

Type I HAT, HEVHOILEVEBFREDECALDSE
Type II. &L CHAMNE, FHEOBEXZTTA4DEE
Type III. I hic, BEREOSG O ALADOFE

o, Pl Ed L, HoEBTHRWLR, Lid% oS fifH
DHEMRHBCBREE SR T HEELI N S TR ETO 2R TH 5,
SR E 2T L O TEH B MR BicrnT Z e L, EABBORE
i, LI oEgs CLILII oB& s B X 5emd st Lizl,
R, L IL IO () B30T WBEEE, 2070~ 7OEREREN,
Aubnb 3B -ThHED IR TRV EVWSERTH 3,

HE B E E
K & &
1. You-all ((G# ¥ yall)
EHBEEOHBSIDAALI > TLHOLRTOWHLER - ABE TH 5,
You oI TH - 7= thou 71 obsolete iz ~7odh & T, ZhiITf\rEHE L
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LT, you men, you girls, you people, you folks, you guys 2 H\-H i
TWBH, youall b ZOPERTH S5 L13E2 bR BY, LKL, ZORE
oW THEREITEDUL L {, TR L ORFENLENH S L <, 19 g oH]
FNDTHD Z LREHB T LIDLRTNDY,

Children learn from the slaves some odd phrases; as, every which

way ; will you all do this ? for, will one of you do this? —1824—
[Mathews : DSA]

How are you-all this morning ? Here’s a pie when you all are
ready for it. —[Wentwarth: ADD]

“You going to shack up here?”
“I thought I would if it’s not inconvenient for you all. —Williams,

A Streetcar Named Desire

You all come over tonight. —[Bryant: CAU]

Yawl (=you all) help me shell some corn. —Faulkner, That Eve-
ning Sun
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FEEL Gk o e 7= E BL & L C, who-all % what-all 4 X < FvbR B2,
B A~ - TIT< &, you-all & we-all I} LC you-uns, we-uns
BEISHCLRDL X515, DAE X 1869 E£DRD L 5 AN H %
7y Thb IOXSIMIEEESLH LTS Db AR,

During the war we all heard enough of ‘we-uns’ and ‘you-uns,’
but ‘you-alls’ was to me something fresh. —[DAE]

You-all 22D Xk 51 s 0T youalls 2705 2 LEEL L2 & Tlk
By, TRBBECLRAGCORLNE S nE VS R DWTIE, WAHND
ERRBINTRLL S TH B, Mencken 1ZBE THWHNRE I ERHD &
WOBICIEEENT, HELAVLRL Z LB > Th, THIIEREROH
CRWTRFTH D, LBRNTWEY,

As a matter of fact, the uneducated Southerner’s feeling for the
plurality of the expression is so strong that he sometimes says you-

alls. —[Mathews: DSA]

PR LROGHTEREEDOSTECTILD - Th, B O you & HH D yawl
(=you-all) LIz FIHFBR TV B,

You member (sremember) that night I stayed in yawls’ room ?
—I[Falkner : ibid]

You-all i% yéu-all & 7 7 & v MIFEZRIOHSTH - T, you all L ix[X
&N B, you-all i} adjective-t+pronoun L F % B s DK LT you éll
&R X A AT pronoun-tadjective T3 - T, all of you R UL,
TEM TR,
¥ 7 =

2. all the farther (further) (=as far as)

T & LCREH T 0EY ¢, all the farther, all the further OFF & %
DAEARH DRSS, Ebbin& 2 ¥ all the further O FIFED T
PE <, S OB R ARTERREEMN TEE TH BT,

ERHEE IR Type I, & MRS T T, Type Il @ 7 — 712 &
STHWHRS Z ikl it l, Kentucky 25\ T OAREFISAIC 2
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[
SGALE 1N MILES

B2

NHEOMGFED Type ML L L » THWBRLT WA LS, X Upper Mid-
west DFELG CREBEEEB O DIe L bXG L EDOHED all the farther %
AuTw2iwiBEbH5, SO, b ORBEOHIRG S MRS
FHFWTHBH, LErLWTFhoEEs5CTh, formal 7 written English
Tk as far as MR- THWLRTWE X 5 TH D, ¥Z New England i 5
Tk, spoken English i0k\» T3 asfaras ULasHuvbH R,

Two miles is all the farther (all the further) he can go. —[CAU]

SRR LTKRD X S TeRBER, —B7 2V 2aETHY, AELLEN
ZOAN-T5H,

Is that all the later (=as late as) it is ? —[Curme]
Two miles is the farthest he can go. —[CAU]

3] £
3. (have) done+iBE5H
EELTHHBTHCORDEE T, TRILFEEL (periphrastic) 7z do
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Q 2% 50
(o]
= SCALE I MILES

B3
DMEEGFCRKROFFNEF SR T, AU ARGAEEEODLE LD
THsH, foT, ZDL 37 done iz—ROEIF /o LIk BhEIFRR @
HLTHBEMBLTINTHA I,
I don’t know what you need with another boy. You done got
four., —Wallace, Barington

“Ive done quit, Mr. Morris.” Handsome said. —Caldwell, Téme
H. B. Ran Away

Mencken ¢ AL Supplement II i2i¥, He done bought a new hat. He
done done it. Bennie has done married 75 EEN I T 529, DAE
i, 1827 4F» Done said it. Done did it. DK D L 570 1917 F 0
FAREEI T 5,

1 done told you Burkef I—-I was going to prove myself. —[DAE]

Fofl, MEFmADLIL,

Ah've (=I've) done lost track o’ the time. —Dos passos, Three
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Soldiers.
Your man has done come. —Caldwell, Big Buck.

You done et (=eaten). —Falkner. That Evening Sun.

DY SREILTANALT YV F LB o TRIDREE D HIND B IHEE
Tixicws, DAE @ XAUE, A ¥V AR AHAERVL5TH 5D,
4. hadn’t ought
L= & LT ought not to OBEHRTOAL BB TS, 1FY A
THTRLFETH > e b OB, HEWERMHLLTED, 74V #lipic
ExbhicbnEErobhs, OED Tidk D X 57 U0 ED RS 5,
Did you do that? You hadn’t ought. —[OED]

SEEVER RO RFIE LTI,

“We've all done a bunch of things that we hadn’t ought to.
—Lewis: Babbitt.

“I hadn't ought to talk”—Lewis: Main Street

' % .
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“I don’t think a fellow that can’t get through an examination
had hardly ought to be allowed to practice medicine”; and “He
hadn’t ought to be getting drunk,” —Lewis: Arrowsmith

A man who would come knocking on a neighbor’s door at mealtime
hadn’t ought to be listened to. —Caldwell: The Midwinter Guest

But Ah (=) hadn’t ought to have told you that--- -—Dos Passos,
Three Soldiers.

HZED had ought X hadn’t ought & & LA HE b 50, HubH
NDZ &P, BHELORORCBEINDY,

What had 1 ought to (=should I) give them ? --Hemingway;
Macomber

5. use to didn’t

HlAIE TOLAVbR T 2EETH D, —RICT 2V HEEECILR
EEHOHTDOC used to VB I ENL A, T useto LD, B
TEDEHW use to didn’t DA E UL D ELFE2 bR b, didn't use to D

=l
0 2% 50

ey SCALE W MILES
M5
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BB TH B, usetodidn’t KA XhiclThIiTR bisw, Itk
AFYADHEDOBETIL, BEWIL usened to TH B0,

He use to didn’t like it. —[ALII]

He use to didn’t care how he looked. —[ALII]

It didn’t use to be like that. —Jones; From Here to Eternity.

Z O¥EM L LT, use to could, use to would, use to was, use to wasn’t
Z0HENRRLRASEH, Bk South K ° South Midland &4 \»,
Fowler T o b D k%, “ungrammatical expressions, disapproved by
all” &R~ B2, Mencken 1¥ & T LT, use to could LI BT
% colloquial speech & LT establish Xf7cb D TH b, wuse to didn’t, use
to wasn't FOMELHEBH LEHBACHCORD ZEBBL LIV ER
WL TWBW,

6. might could

ZOEEEEE, FhiA L South, South Midland %7 Pennsylvania @
German area (ZfEH i, Arkansas &I 2 & Tk, might could 1%

5

L

ek
—_—— SCALE IN MILES

6
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may can ‘& F 12 “almost universal” T3H % &\ 5 A3, written English @
ik dialogue DIAMZIZ UV BT 712,

William Park ©FR#E Cix, might could DER D might would, might
can 70 £, use to could, ought to could 15 ¥ & & L T HBMEFE O L A
WHRBZENHB LS,

7. want off

FEGE T Type L, L 0 #HFREDOH L Type I O A 2 DRITH
WhRD ZENH B, 772 L formal English ClxFH-H e,

I want off (=to get off) at Juniper Street. —[CAU]

Upper Midwest 231} % Malmstrom O ## CT1,, want to come in (go
out) X b & want in (out) DJFANL B H 2%\ AY, Kurath (3 Z vk Ich will
heraus. L \~5 X 57c FA VEENLERLLOTH B E BT B, —3F,
North Central States Records # F230m 0 I LC, <Dk 57cEHIZAFY
AREIDARY PIVIFATELTED, ThAT AV HCfEbokd DT

0 25 50
Jos)
SCALE i MILES
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BHENSBLD DY,

4 51T, want 5 go, come OEFOFEFE AT EORREYH LT
BV TH 52, happen along (=happen to come along), let out (=let---come
out) 7L E LM THA S,

Belgium wants in this protective arrangement. —[Curme]
The first thing is to not ever let them know you want into Num-
ber Two. -—Jones, From Here to Eternity

Jim would happen in and say—Mark Twain, Huckleberry Finn

a hard piece of corn-crust took one of the children in the eye::-
and let a cry out of him the size of a war-whoop—Mark Twain; ibid.

M OE R
8. sick to the stomach
9. sick on the stomach
10. sick in the stomach

sick to the stomach YL E C©, sick on the stomach VIAbER, HRIT

(SICK)AT(THE STOMACH)

o T0
® I\
A ON




162 LN

Im

Pennsylvania B T% < H\ b, sick in the stomach 3. Pennsylvania Fg
B & h ORI BET 25ETH 5,

sick to the stomach T2\~ Tik DAE © BHT 1830 4E1CE TEMDIE 3
LK, inoor at OWTCIEA F Y RSB S 1663 45 1831 £ F T
Db DHRDH B HEAETIL obsolete TH %,

Rum, if they take tu much of it, makes folks sick to the stomach.
—1830—[DAE]

The Dog, when he is sick at the stomach, knows Cure, falls to
his Grass, vomits, and is well. —1653—[OED]

Sick in my stomach all the Morning—Qwing to their hard Food.
—1753—[OED]

—JF sick on the stomach 2\ ~TiL, ¥FA VEOERIHR, etwas auf dem
Magen haben <2, Bk F Y AEEHMAKD to have something on the
stomach HEBEBEINILDOTHSHH L1519,

fe kR T TlL, = O sick on the stomach D3, sick at, sick from,
sick with, sick in ENXIEFTECHCLRDZLLHDH L5 TH 5,

11. (he isn’t) to home (=at home)

COMBERBAETLIRIE L LT #ic, New England o HEHEH,
New York Mo s, %#IC Susquehanna Eif7s & TOA L vHRT
WAHA, GRABER TR T ho0b B L5 TH D, N—BiIC, HERE
DECA2DETHWSNRS & Loy,

FARALE H S Tk, Flz T sick to the stomach © L 512, FiEi at Of%
DI to R BEHALRDADT, ZOEEL, at home dS to home X LT
BubhTwsEEXTIWTHSD,

We’d been up to (=at) Russian Peter’s, to borrow a spade for
Ambrosch. —Cather, My Antonia

12. wait on (=wait for)

“Tll wait for you” DERT “wait on” % A\ % Dt Midland o 55 ©,
HERBEOBA2OHEIZLHAVWOLRE Z E2EL L <&\, South Caro-
lina <> North Central F5MICH T AV DR T2, ZhbOMKT
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X BRACTeh o055 L5 TH B,

L, — W7 7 A U HEE® colloquial & LTk, wait around ' DAE 1=
189D E b DL DREEI N TE D, wait abour {H,O-A L EEMNTHGH
NTWAHEE1D 5,

1 suppose they’re waiting around till it stops raining. —1899—
[DAE]

7272, formal 7 written English -¢i¥, Midland T4, wait for % i %170,

13. quarter till eleven (=to)

PR R OFR T, BEEEOSCAADHICL OO VBT
%, Bryant iz X }uf, 4 South Central Pennsylvania & Z O FFHH T
BRI TS 518

Ten minutes till ten—[CAU]

T Tk — T quarter of eleven, quarter to eleven 73R U A
W TWLA M (A L Boston i3 Gl sk quarter of O\, Z

(QUARTER)OF (ELEVEN)
A T0
O OF
8 SCITFIW&S ® TIU‘

B—11
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NI UTEH TLL quarter to D355 A £ ThH 5, X, Philadelphia Tk el
X W % of, Pittsburgh Tid of, to 23X 0 % < FiV- LI T B AR

L 9 U

U, HEHEEORGEEOREN L DOV 2% BV BT Tail,
oo SEIL, P ERFI X E L5 THAH A, T RESWHIL,
IhBHERIE, B, Mot s, RERDOI ST ATHAS S,

It

P

[

sick to the stomach 1, II (III)
he isn’t to home 1, 11 (1L, WEHTIIH-BRL D DD
H5)
hadn’t ought 1, 11
FDfly it wan’t me 1, 11 (B3 FRE)
he Lives in (=on) King Streer 1, 11 (III)
we stood on (=in) line 1, 11, III
all the further 1,11
I'll wait on you 1, 11, 111 (South Carolina % [&#%, {& L North
Central M TIEHAWB ML 2D2H %)
I want off 1, 11 (III)
quarter till eleven 1, 11, 111
sick on the stomach 1, 11
Dl Germanisms : (the oranges are) all (=all gone)
I, II
got awake (=woke up) 1, II
you-all 1, II, IIT
might could 1,11
I (Cve) done told you 1,11
use to didn’t 1, 11
Z DAl it wan’t me 1, Il (Jb3h & REE)
a apple 1, I (05230 20 HEMA)
I ran up on him 1, 11

iE

1) coBEonTid, Wi “7 40 2 BB B HEOWNRE ERTARERE,
BEBHE2 FrBMIhicl,
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