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Shakespeare’s Coriolanus

— Tragedy of Volumnia —

Rikyu Kono

Abstract

(1)

Coriolanus is in general regarded as the last work of Shakespeare’s tragedies.
But when we speak of Coriolanus as a tragedy we mean it has something rather
peculiar: it stands apart from his other tragedies. Shakespeare seems to try
emphasis on Coriolanus’ pride and his choleric and impatient temper. But we
can not follow such a man as Coriolanus and so we can not feel any pity for
him.

Soliloquies by Coriolanus are very few, in comparison with, say, Hamlet. So
it is impossible for us to enter into his mind and to have sympathy for him.

(2)
Coriolanus always dispises people and calls the “rat”, “hires”, etc., because
(1) when they are conscripted for the war they always shrink and would not
show their valiantness which was honored in Rome above all other virtues, and
(2) ‘the senators of Rome are the Belly, while the people dissentious rogues are
the mutinous members of the body.

(3)

It was his mother a widow who brought him up to become a noble man in
virtue. She thought that his valiantness was hers: he sucked it from her. But,
on the other side, he did not have any share of his mother’s brain, that is,
“a brain that leads my use of anger/To better vantage (III, ii, 11. 30-31)”. The

lack of the brain made him churlish, uncivil and insolent, and at last destroyed
himself.
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(4)

The only thing that made him love honor was to cheer his mother. So he
was bound to his love of his mother and spiritually he could not declare his
independence.

(5)
We can say that his love of his mother made him reluctantly go to the
market-place (ITl, ii) and at last brought upon him the cruel sentence that he
was banished as enemy to the people and his country. Moreover we may say

that his desires tc have her praises and her joy carried him on to take the
vengeance on Rome.

(6)

Volumnia may well know that it would be his death to disuade him from
the vengeance on Rome. Nevertheless she dare to kneel before her son and to
appeal to him for mercy on Rome, being afraid of the chronicle in later ages
telling that he was a noble man but he wiped his nobility out with his last
attempt against- Rome. So she was also a tragic heroine.

(7)

The tragedy of Coriolanus is also the tragedy of Volumnia. Coriolanus
tells us that the dominating good mother can ruin a son as much as the inces-
tucus bad mother such as Gertrude.

(1)

Coriolanus 1T Shakespeare DIREOFEE L Vb T 5, L Linhib,
Coriolanus % il DV KFEBIEI S HRTHS &, FEE LTREBOERT
HDZ &, HLOWFROELFFDOE THIRV, #l2IE, King Lear i35
BHIT, BHAREFTRMEEND, EFOKRRE Cordelia #E)MT2 L5 Eh
BHLEBERS LETRE, & D Goneril ®, %k#& ® Legan O ¥icis
b L T, PEIYILELTEEORETISMTLI T L OK
D&, BABE CLUITEE) OPREEXEDDS L5k s, X, Cordelia &
FWHbh O & oo o Lear 5,

Have 1 caught thee ?

(118)
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He that parts us shall bring a brand from heaven,

And fier us hence like foxes. Wipe thine eyes; -V
EV oy, B xld Lear Ok LIcBARE DL ENT, B4 L VL0DHITH,
BERLTW2DRENADL DTHDH, UL, Coriolanus I8\ TE, &
FILES LT WEITH D & L kR, U ERL pride K L - TX
ZEhTOBHTHD, ThRERC L > Tr —v2pbBEKIRTS, Rk
OB BEL T LMD

There is a world elsewhere.®

EFREGS T ENRBRBEDOTHD, THVIHEN, O LicOTho pride
BEOT LD E, SAEALRD, Hou-HTvEHMLE L LTL
ToT, HOEILPAFEROTELRITOULVETE, T505H#HOR
M % Sicinius X Brutus BERLYBEHT5OHA L T35,

This, as you say, suggested

At some time when his soaring insolence

Shall touch the people—which time shall not want,

If he be put upon’t, and that’s as easy

As to set dogs on sheep—will be his firs

To kindle their dry stubble; and their blaze

Shall darken him forever.®
Las Uien b, #E2RBE CULEE) £ LT, £ 50 510 choleric 7z,
LB ERc T3 21 s 5 TORIERC ETH B,

X, EH4alk Hamlet ofigd &C, HoLohiciEo TW5EML M
AT EaHskA, La L Coriolanus 0%, HEEVWZ ARz fc—2
(o EEZZ2%FELVE) Lakt, ik ik Coriolanus 25, #
® Aufidius DR OFEBLSNICETT > CWAHOFETH 5,

O world, thy slippery turns! Friends now fast sworn,
Whose double bosome seems to wear one heart,

Whose hours, whose bed, whose meal and exercise
Are still together, who twin, as ‘twere, in love

(119)
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Unseparable, shall within this hour,

On a dissension of a doit, break out

To bitterest enmity. So fellest foes,

Whose passions and whose plots have broke their sleep
To take the one the other, by some chance,

Some trick not worth an egg, shall grow dear friends
And interjoin their issues So with me:

My birthplace hate I, and my love’s upon

This enemy town. Tll enter. If he slay me,

He does fair justice; if he give me way,

T’ll do his country service®

Ex2hY L, Coriolanus OFHEIIC AL 5 LB 5 Db, & O&HF &, Market-
place Zi7» TWBEFDEHE, Alb

Better it is to die, better to starve,

Than crave the hire which first we do deserve.
Why in this woolvish toge should I stand here,
To beg of Hob and Dick, that do appear,

Their needless vouches ? Custom calls me to’t:
What custom wills, in all things should we do’t,
The dust on antique time would lie unswept,
And mountainous error be too highly heap’d
For truth to o’er-peer. Rather than fool it so,
Let the high office and the honour go

To one that would do thus. I am half through;
The one part suffer’d, the other will I do.®

HERNDETELPRCTHA D, L L, BEOWBHD LTHEOER
DPIFCRE TR TREEELLRDEIHTE, bolb o LHAR
EFle ko TR-E W hoEfEd bbb X&hhoi, ThirtoeHEEs
LbhERTWWE U5, FIZ EREN G Z DT - T\ b Market-place
ZAT7- T, HMECIHELEZHOD IS ERBRCHE IR 3FH2EL, B0
Volumnia, ZE®D Vergilia, FhicDORF & Valeria 28, r —vEFLE
FET % 5B 3B & T, oL E L pride KGR L EZATHD N

(120)
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b, UK, BROSEXRT ST ThiE kbRl bTHD, Ll
b, ZO%E, HFEIETHD, ETHD, NFTHANRE, W2ihD
XI5 EOTELR T OIS EA MKV AbL S F, HYEOFEMR D
BFCRE N TREREOTHED, L2BD, ZOHENTHEEDLIRT
Wi T, Coriolanus 75, fil OV KRR & SR S BRI
TeoTWBDTRAENA Hdd, BEELTHHEDOTHSA, Lhl, X
DORBELLTE2DAEOHIEO LLbbbh T AbDTHAND,
Coriolanus % EET D H1zo T, THRERTH» T, HolhoEHiE
HHb LT L5 LiThil, MAEBSELRL L >, SR D
Winb X5 dbBrs0Th5b, i Tuw5 &, Coriolanus 23 OIRFAIZ A
TLES>5#E3ED

O mother, mother!
What have you done? Behold, the heavens do ope,
The gods look down, and this unnatural scene

They laugh at. O my mother. mother! O!

You have won a happy victory to Rome; ---9

i3, ZOBITRLZ T4~y 2 ZAKEEITH B, Shakespeare (I7-7fE
2, Holds her by the hand,; silent. L BEAATHHIZTTH D, WD X
HEFs D 25 2 2 b BB 45, Shakespeare 1L % { B hvic bR,
172 Holds her by the hand, silent. & Li=DTH5H 50, BERLTHTNT
Ti7s\us &y 5 Shakespeare DFE 2 2%, COIEREDIbbI R TWWBH L 51T
YBE2 A, DX EZLBE, = DEM Coriolanus 13, FERTIIKA
T, RAZZEWEZECEVSZERZ DI OCBLEDTHD,

(2)
Bz 4 Shakespeare (% Coriolanus % &8 C self-control ®/&xI}7- chol-
eric 72 5B & UTHRBHEWTW5%, King Lear 1ZF & LT OHALIZ DU T
7oBEL, R0 EEC, self-control /& IF7- choleric /e TH - 7ohd,

(121
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Goneril % Legarn KB LI T, Bl X h, PR THEBFL2 I X 5heoR
D Tom HES L5k o T, RUDTHLEOELATEETHSAZEOL
BLwsborsh, HEOLERTHE LOHRDL ALK >DOTH -
fzo & T AN Coriolanus 1k, BREMETDHLD0L, WobRER rats
Ly, hires EnE Vo TEREL, T LTHELBEECH LTEENTDH 5,

The Volces have much corn; take these rats thither
To gnaw their garners.”

—BANFET 510 <,

--- he seeks their hate with greater devotion than they can render
it him, and leaves nothing undone that may fully discover him
their opposite. Now, to seem to affect the malice and displeasure

of he people is as bad as that which he dislikes, to flatter them
for their love®

7sDTHDH, 704 Coriolanus 13 D X S5ICRBELE, BENDE IS
LORBELYHLT, LoD EDTHAH 20, BT, —2Iiy,

--- Being pressed to th’ war,

Even when the navel of the state was touched,

They would not thread the gates; this kind of service
Did not deserve corn gratis. - Being i’ th’ war,

Their mutinies and revolts, wherein they showed
Most valor, spoke not for them.?

DF D, BRRIIEROET b L ORETY, RAR LTEHOLDIC
BonitnwEnwszr:ths, [Task—»HEE (Plutarch’s Lives)) 2 X
A&, FOEDOR — T,

Valiantness was honored in Rome above all other virtues, which
they call virtus, by the name of virtue itself, as including in that
general name all other special virtues besides?

LB ETHBMD, Coriolanus 1w LTAHRIE, R, ET 2K

(122)
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virtus, “>% D virtue 23\ E WA Z L TH L, Kbk T, BIE
HARETHET S HOOREARRM  Bbh,

All the contagion of the south light on you,
You shames of Rome! --- you souls of geese
That bear the shapes of men, how have you run
From slaves that apes would beat! ---1

VDL ORTT, BLECHFROEEYHTRIDTHS, HH L
o, b, DL Dk, Coriolanus i & - Tlk, = —< DR DTH
%, T2iiY, Menenius @, TERIZERTRERIIFRILEE VS, body-
politic FICHE M IND X 57 2 %, Coriolanus b HEDHE 7t 5 il
FroTunie, Fhil,

-+« Th’ accusation
Which they have often made against the Senate,
All cause unborn, could never be the native
Of our so frank donation. Well what then?
How shall this bosom multiplied digest
The Senate’s courtesy ? Let deeds express
What’s like to be their words: “We did request it
We are the greater poll, and in true fear
They gave us our demands.” Thus we debase
The nature of our seats, and make the rabble
Call our cares fears; ---12

Lfcﬁio T,

- my soul aches
To know, when two authorities are up,
Neither supreme, how soon confusion
May enter ’twixt the gap of both and take
The one by th’ other!®

D THD, BICH, BRBICIMAALS L LT, WECKEXIETREL D0
b, HHEL LTORRLELELI ZLLEDEDTH-TY, 2R TIEEY

(123)
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YDA EINBOB I R DI LEwn® Luvs 3 o2t Corio-
lanus OLEFT B EZATH D TH DL, Fhi,

For the mutable, rank-scented many, let them
Regard me as I do not flatter, and
Therein behold themselves.!®

EVCSDOREORLIEDTHS,

(3)

Coriolanus X EHEDAENTH 555, body-politic xEL LT 5 DITY
RTHAHIN, HEELTHEDL LWVA, HAlb virtue DALCD LDz, &£
WA DORE Volumnia Th - fz, HLrpiv 5121,

I, considering how honor would become such a person—that it
was no better than picture—like to hang by th’ wall, if renown

made it not stir—was pleased to let him seek danger where he
was like to find famel!?

ZTULTC, b LdTD—, —ARTOWPEBIETS L5 LT,
--- his good report should have been my son; ---1®
LE L THABTRTFEMBDORTH 7z, B Coriolanus 1z,
Thy valiantness was mine, thou suck’st it from me, ---19
LWV o TwE5, BOBRRIRBPPTHIDOLDTH-o D TH B, [T s —
SRR ) DIEZBEALD L,

Caius Martius, -- being left an orphan by his father, was
brought up under his mother a widow; who taught us by experi-
ence, that orphanage bringeth many discommodities to a child,
but doth not hinder him to become an honest man, and to excel

in virtue above the common sort ;*
EDRTWBLORE, RBODHBTRAT VLI LW S ROBER LT
T TETBREDTH-T, TR, X,

(124)
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- this Martius’ natural wit and great heart did marvelously stir
up his courage to do and attempt notable acts. But on the other
side, for lack of education, he was so choleric and impatient, that
he would yield to no living creature, which made him churlish,
uncivil, and altogether unfit for any man’s conversation. Yet men
marveling much at his constancy, that he was never overcome with
pleasure nor money and how he would endure easily all manner
of pains and travails, thereupon they well liked and commended
his stoutness and temperancy.?)

Ed T g -0 3T MEL2 T3, Coriolanus OIFETH 5 Aufi-
dius %,

Whether ’twas pride,
Which out of daily fortune ever taints
The happy man ; whether defect of judgment,
To fail in the disposing of those chances
Which he was lord of ; or whether nature,
Not to be other than one thing, not moving
From th’ casque to th’ cushion, but commanding peace
Even with the same austerity and garb
As he hath spices of them all—not all,
For 1 dare so far free him—made him feared,
So hated, and so banished.??

EFELTWBD, I Y% 27z Coriolanus B8 CH - T, &, Volum-
nia ¥ Valor is the chiefest virtue 7 % 23k, —ABFOE LRI RA
B e EEL, BEL LTOHEREEXETLILEEH LML
T2 TH B, Volumnia HEiZ,

I have a heart as little apt as yours,

But yet a brain that leads my use of anger
To better vantage.™®

EVosTWAED, HFLoBd5EN D T, ik ® a brain that leads my
use of anger to better vantage (H DV X miiHdo LTHEY A

(125)
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ABO L HEM B LT s 5, Coriolanus 1XFEZI D At b e <
T, TAE AR,

(4)

DX 5 EHET B R Coriclanus (I, ROHZB D, WobHE= —
T DT, FElHEEZE-TERDTho, Ll

Caius Marcius is chief enemy to the people.®
P
--- he’s a very dog to the commonalty.?®
EM SRR E - T, WHSHE DDl 5 &g,

- though soft-conscienced men can be content to say

it was for his country, he did it to please his mother, ---27
Tl oleDTHD, [Tz — s EHE) L5,

- touching Martius, the only thing that made him to love honor
was the joy he saw his mother did take of him. For he thought
nothing made him so happy and honorable, as that his mother
might hear everybody praise and commend him, that she might
always see him return with a crown upon his head, and that she
might still embrace him with tears running down her cheeks for
joy.2®

LRLTHB, 0% b, Coriolanus 2 HIHOEWDF I LI T BRI
5105, WHIETRH T THoktdTH D, K0b, Hliif Market-place
THE LCw5 BRORNCIT - T,

- speak fair; you may salve so,
Not what is dangerous present, but the loss
of what is past2

F Menenius Wb Th, THSDOE RO THLTEEEFMCAL
O A4 5 Coriolanus 2,

(126)
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I will not do’t;
Lest I surcease to honor mine own truth,
And by my body’s action teach my mind

A most inherent baseness.®”
EVCSIENRDTHED, —FHORBBE, &L FHE2IZD5 L5,

I prithee now, sweet son, as thou hast said
My praises made thee first a soldier, so,
To have my praise for this, perform a part
Thou hast not done before.®

o Tvsd, BBrRENT (MIoFRIOXELE M CchHE L (He
lurched all swords of the garland)®®] % CTiZb - 7ohy, FBCR LTiiv
O F THRHOCHN HERF T TH oD TH%B, Fhik Aufidius ¥
<%, Corioles DILELHIEDT T

He has .- given up,

For certain drops of salt, your city Rome,
1 say “your city,” to his wife and mother ;

Lvbh, X

thou boy of tears®®
EEFBSRTVAE, RO T EvbitT, T2 i kL7 Coriolanus 12,

“Boy”! False hound!

If you have writ your annals true, ’tis there,

That, like an eagle in a dovecote, I

Fluttered your Volscians in Coridoles.

Alone I did it. “Boy” 7*
Lo Tng, THr—ATRocAR (Alone I did it)] &350 51!
Fhh, ZZTREOHEEEZOEREETIEREoTLESDTHED, &
STh, BB ZEEDTHLTCELFNCABLTLSHEERE] i
DT, KEEZFTOFFT~FILIDbLTLEsblTTHoT, R HIEMH
BICRHRE DI DB,

(127)
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(8) .
ENFRHCRB LTS LB EDOEC LT 5 Volumnia 12 & » T,

I have lived
To see inherited my very wishes
And the buildings of my fancy.’®

o

EWEEEY, oKL THS 5, Volumnia 13-+ NFEEH T Coriolenus
i, Mgl EhEo Tt ThHote, £ 5 LT, Coriolenus i3, i %E
TR A DRB I TRDOTH o7z, Thil, BiETHRFhOM-
W E S BT, Market-place WEE - T\ 5 REOFIK LU
b, TLTEBRINSZERLZDS, XBHOEFEYZTANT,
r—vREBELLDHDLODS, FOLALHBEYEETLDThTob i
PHELZTHSH S, &, FThET TR, Coriolanus 2AH D% #Eik L7z
MEr - HEELLS LT, »2TOETHS Aufidius &3k, »—
THEETHOL, BBEAEETRDEW I BN EhbMmhity, F
%, Cominius 2% D X 5 /¢ Coriolanus DO H - TWnwlz &R 2T,

So that all hope is vain,

Unless his noble mother and his wife,

Who (as I hear) mean to solicit him
For mercy to his country®

Lo Twd, X, Coriolanus & wTh, RPLETFNEPICEHbIS E
W IR Buihdtwl b ThoeDTHD, BEAZHHTT,

My mother bows,
As if Olympus to a molehill should

In supplication nod; ---%®

Lo WT B2, Coriolanus 12 & » Tk, RFREFIHv —<vREBLHWLL
CEDLIDICEBETHLDILE LT, BRIEbLEronEROTHo
oo TDXSKE, BEEBEREELI>ETHEIAR, WO LLDEEND

(128)
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HDOTHD, X, Volumnia i & - T, BEOZEBE L-HEHE = —< e
LIS ETEENRTIR, REXRNEEELEDLL, OFTESWCEREL
HRER LR NEVS 2L, REVFERICE S THHEBITHoTc b S
TEFMKD, e Db, BECL L THWIENTFR e —v B E
Fhan ki, ENTA Volsclans @RI BZ Liticd = 621, +59
WAL TOWRRTENDLTH L, Thlk, EVRFATIEDL LVWRER 2T
BROWREZW LTEATWED, $2 T, Coriolanus iwird - T,
There’s no man in the world

More bound to’s mother, yet here he lets me prate

Like one i’ the stocks. Thou hast never in thy life

Showed thy dear mother any courtesy,

When she (poor hen) fond of no second brood,

Has clocked thee to the wars, and safely home

Loaden with honor.

39)

Eviofcbwi o &k, flEr - B oo, BHAFEERERT UL
bz LY, BLOLEHE-ThbThHAS, LEIET, BO
Virgilia 23,

But had he died in the business, madam, how then ?*¥
EWVS DR LT

Then his good report should have been my son; I therein would
have found issue. Hear me profess sincerely: had I a dozen sons,
each in my love alike, and none less dear than thine and my good
Marcius, I had rather had eleven die nobly for their country than
one voluptuously surfeit out of action.V
EEZ T B0, Volumnia ik, EADOEE LT, ENTFIHAEOLDIC
ECTIERE E e BREEBE L DREVPTHRELOHE TN ERERETHS
5, L L, fiEHODIC GO (EL LWREI R T TWEN T %,
CEABAIRBRTDZEVOIRMOTOUEY L vicr—v%, b CE
NI TCETHIE LT RIER B A\ ET S Volumnia .0 ICHE,

(129)
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The man was noble,
But with his last attempt he wiped it out,
Destroyed his country, and his name remains
To th’ ensuing age abhorred

& Chronicle @WE I NAEI BN RFL DD TH o7, RULH
Volumnia 1%, &+ Coriolanus OZF I/ 5 L5 HER A LT WL
a brain that leads my use of anger to better vantage &/t TR -
Tl Wb 2 e kD THA 5, T D abrain KT, »—7
GBI D ERBND Z ERHKAEDTH S,

(6)

Coriolanus OFEENT, LR WOI BB I > TEHEHINTHDE EWH
oAb ot, LEkD->THEIET, HORBBEMAET L Valeria 2 & 1
o TR THRBDOERT,

But out, affection!
All bond and privilege of nature, break!
I'll never
Be such a gosling to obey instinct, but stand
As if a man were author of himself
And knew no other kin*®

EEZHORETRE, HERE, BEHLDEMRNBEBBLIS & &k
T, BCRHOMTHIEER TS LT LEIDOTHD, 2DXH
HoEgly, 20 ERBEOERTLH- D THD, Hb, WOEERNT,
BENREBL Lo vittue OLERF T, WHEOR LELLYHMToEL
HHE, Hb [AH/OEIZELEDTALTCEEBHCALUFE
(a brain that leads my use of anger to better vantage)| #ZiT7/i-
TR DR B TH D0 HTH D, Lyengar I,

She is her son’s fate, just as Gertrude is her son’s for the domina-

(130)
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ting good mother can ruin a son as much as the incestuous bad

mother.

EWoTWABR, HEv<w D& S H, Coriolanus 1%, FEEOT X T58%
FLCALOPEMIZKENSTDTHELNES T &%, O3B VaH
TIERRTH %, (BF0 48425 A 21 HSH)

(GE]
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Ibid., 11, i, 11. 204-206
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