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A Study on German Liberalism

Masao Shiraishi

Abstract

When we consider the causes for which Hitler won a victory, we can first
point out the weakness of liberal tradition in Germany. Why, then, couldn’t
Germany achieve liberal progress in politics ? F. Stern attributes the cause to
the unpolitical attitude of upperclass Germans, asserting that their unpolitical
attitude originates in German Idealism.

This paper attempts not only to introduce and criticize Stern’s article, “The
Political Consequences of the Unpolitical German’, but also to consider some
features of German Liberalism.
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