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Egoism in Durkheim’s Le suicide
Teruo UTsunomiya

Abstract

Some scholars have often passed the criticism on Durkheim's Le suicide that in his work
the social causes of suicide were not definitely related to individual psychological motives
of suicide. This paper aims to criticize these critics through exploring the deep meanings
of Le suicide and making its true validity clear.

When a life-world doesn't last firmly, one totally loses sight of the significance of one's
life and yields easily under the slightest misfortune. This state is the true meaning of the
egoism, the key concept of Le suicide.
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