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A Constitutional Right of Privacy in Judicial Cases
Toshikazu Tyou

Abstract

There exists a view that Japanese courts have approved a privacy right only on the private
law level. I have been doubtful of it. Case study will be helpful to be exact. The present paper
accordingly attempts to examine the tendency of judicial cases concerning the privacy right
during the two decades from 1964 to 1984. The investigation here is made by paying much
attention upon the legal principle and logic of the cases with their limitations. I have to say in
addition that this study is motivated by the legislation of the personal Data Protection Act of
1988. Therefore, this kind of case study will present some positive materials when theory and
practice of a constitutional right of privacy comes to be discussed.
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