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Abstract

This article investigates the influences of Pay As You Throw programs upon the attitudes of
residents. Our surveys of residents in 22 communities indicate: 1. the programs are not very well
accepted by residents before they are implemented, but win more favior once implemented, 2. the
programs positively affect the attitudes of residents towards waste reduction, environmental
conservation and the programs themselves, 3. public accepiance will be better when the programs
waork in conjunction with prevention of illegal dumping, more opportunities for waste reduction,
making municipal governments mote cost-efficient, and more responsibility of producers.

Key words: Pay As You Throw, Unit Pricing, Variable Rates, Municipal Solid Waste,
Public Acceptance, Economic Instruments
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