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Public Attitudes and Behaviors towards Brown Bears
in Assabu and Oshamambe

Masato KAMEDA, Hiroshi MARUYAMA and Naoko MAEDA
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Abstract

am L 52 B H

1949 H10 H)

The authors conducted a mail survey in 2007 with the residents of two towns, Assabu and
Oshamambe, Hokkaido, Japan, with the aim of obtaining information of the residents’ attitudes and
behaviors toward brown bears (Ursus arctos) in order to estimate the feasibility of building up a
framework of community- based preventive activities, and to help the locals create safer neighbor-
hoods for both humans and bears. The result shows that, though the majority of the residents are
intolerant to bears’ invasions into human territory, a substantial part of them don’t necessarily want
the bear to be extinguished. It prepares the ground for building up a framework of preventive activi-
ties. In addition, a majority of residents favor some of the preventive measures, and besides, there is
room for them to be introduced because they are not yet widely implemented.

Keywords : brown bear, wildlife management, human dimensions, prevention, Assabu, Oshamambe
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