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A Teaching Report on Intercultural Exchange Lessons with Japanese

and International Students among Three Technological Institutions in Hokkaido
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Abstract

This paper discusses how to conduct collaborative classes between Japanese and international
students in regional areas so as to make them more motivated in their foreign language competency
and its related cultural understanding. Students in urban cities have lots of opportunities to encounter
foreigners and international students or their own cultures because there is the fact that almost half of
the international students go to universities in big cities like Tokyo and Osaka, while students in
regional areas have less opportunities to directly meet such foreigners than the students in urban cities
do. The authors have tried building such a similar opportunity for Japanese students to meet
foreigners in regional areas by sharing the international students as human resources in each regional
institutions so that they can communicate in their foreign languages. In this paper, the authors focus
on extracurricular collaborative lesson camps among three regional institutions of technology.
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- [ am presenting floods due to heavy rain in big cities in Vietnam. In my group are two Japanese students, a
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Malaysian friend, a Chinese friend. Students have the ability to use two languages, so communication is easy
and fun. We have heated discussions and many questions are raised about environmental issues and solutions.

* After returning to Otaki house from Toya Giopark, we present the disaster in four countries, Indonesia earthquake,
sea level rise in Thailand, flood in Vietnam and desertification in India. At night we prepare poster design for
the next day.

« [ have been joined the English and cross culture camp for couple times while I am studying at Muroran-IT. It
was impressed to cooperate with young generation not even the Japanese but also those international students
who studying in Hokkaido.

- On my view point, the activity has been completed successfully on behalf of volunteer and group leader. According
to group activities, sine we met each other at the first some students were shy but after group session began, they
open their mind and trying to learn more about international culture by using English.

- It was not about science knowledge view but the most important was surviving by speak English. I believed they

realized how important an English is. Also, they will change vision of using an English to explore their world.
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