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A Trial of Active Learning in a Big Class for the Improvement of

Critical Thinking Ability
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Abstract

In order to develop students’ critical thinking ability, the writer introduced a methodology in the big
class of the “Introduction of Philosophy A” for the first year undergraduate students. In the
methodology, the writer circulated a worksheet to ask students a question, which was closely related
to the dilemma that students might face very often. The students were required to write their opinions
three times. The second and third ones were written in response to anonymous classmates’ opinions.
In many cases, students changed their opinions after reading other students’ descriptions. Some
students strengthened their own opinion after reading the similar ideas. This was the procedure to
listen to others’ opinions and deepen their own thought. The writer’s role was only a facilitator to help
students to think more profoundly. In this paper, I will argue the details of this methodology, students’
reactions and some problems that should be resolved.
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