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ABSTRACT

Japan has already entered a process of declining the population for a long time and as the regional
urban area gradually converts to an intensive urban structure, it is required to maintain and improve
the living environment as a key to maintaining the population of the whole country. Here, the living
environment consists of "safety, health, convenience, comfort and sustainability”, among which
consumer behavior, which is the basis of daily life "food, housing”, "purchasing behavior - In
regions where it is difficult to acquire housing, it will be difficult to maintain population.

Therefore, in this research, in order to maintain population in local urban areas, we grasp the actual
condition of "purchasing environment/housing circumstance" and aims to examine the applicability
of consumer behavior analysis on "purchasing behavior / housing acquisition" Firstly, we analyzed
the actual state of "purchasing environment” in the regional urban areas of Hokkaido and the
regional nature of "purchasing behavior”, and secondly analyzed " evaluations of purchasing
behavior" in local small cities having problems in "purchasing environment” Thirdly, based on the
tendency of "housing acquisition " in emerging residential districts in regional core cities with tasks
in "housing circumstance ", ' evaluations of housing acquisition" in the emerging residential areas
nationwide in the local metropolitan area Factor analysis was conducted.

In the analysis of the regional nature of "purchasing environment™ and "purchasing behavior" in
local city sphere, we compare the relation between “purchasing environment and purchasing

behavior" by population size, and the convenience of the "purchasing environment™ "purchasing
behavior" from local small cities to regional core cities with high convenience are many.

Next, in factor analysis of " evaluations of purchasing behavior” in local small cities, evaluations
factors of "purchasing behavior" in Sapporo city were compared between local small cities and
respondents in Sapporo city, differences depending on the purchasing environment of the
residential area is small, Indicating that family companion is an improvement factor in local small
cities.

Finally, as a trend of "acquisition of housing" in emerging residential areas in regional core cities,

recent housing acquisitions are more rapid as construction is more convenient in the purchasing

environment, and those that are individually renewed remain as vacant homes showed that. In addition,



as a factor analysis of "housing acquisition evaluation” in emerging residential areas in local urban
areas nationwide, showed that housing acquisition is evaluating the beauty of thetown.

Based on the above, this paper captures evaluations of the living environment from consumer
behavior to maintain population in local urban areas against the declining population that has never
been experienced. And we believe that it will be useful for developing and planning new plans and
considering optimum support creation against changes in demographic dynamics and living

environment expected in the future.
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