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Abstract

This paper serves two purposes; 1) outlining the value and potential of language study tours
and 2) documenting the footsteps of collaborative co-learning that has been implemented
between Muroran Institute of Technology and RMIT university over 20 years. The value of
the study tours is discussed with emphasis on intercultural communication in the 21st
century, while unwrapping what has been organised and implemented between these two
universities in order to provide students with learning opportunities that feed into their ever-
changing worldviews.
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“I am crying on the bus. Everyone was crying. We are late 30 minutes, because no one wanted to stop

hugging and saying bye to each other. They gave us a card with personalised messages.”
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“MY HOST MOTHER CRIED AGAIN AND THE KIDS HUGGED ME GOODBYE. THEY GAVE ME MY
CHOPSTICKS AS A FAREWELL PRESENT AS WELL. I THINK WE ALL FEEL THE SAME.”
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“Since returning I've noticed that my perspective on life has changed for the better, I hope. The trip was an

invaluable opportunity for me, and I've had so many experiences I will not forget for a long time.”
4. RMIT K TOET KREFEHE

4. 1 #EE1EEE L TORR



S L¥ERFE L RMIT RO EBRIHE D FE S

HEOBRLTIX, SRIMNEEIZ4T 554, BEMELE LT, TOMLx OFMANOTE, AFICL- T,
3N %ﬁﬁ&wioﬁﬁf?%ﬂé®ﬁmﬁbé FEHENE LROWEFEMFEZHY LigH T2 2010 4
N 2019 FETORME, HHEOHARLHERITMERFZD > TETWDH, ZOH TELRKOEEIHE &
RMIT KOZ AT v 7T ANRERKRFOFECRE aIa=r—Ya 2@l L2 #HhF0o b0
a@éiaﬁﬁﬁ%kofétomw@zni RSB A LA o Hh [F7E 8 [ N 5 1

BLEZR, TV AEVWED Tf£75>%%@@sz\<_&f§>éo ZDH, FITHIFHIEEL, [F4AED,
ZAEDEOO, FEICLD] BERANREY =L L, REHHNORBISCTEBLTEZLDTH S,
WE10FEMOEREFEIHILITOBEY TH D,

4. 1.1 34 U HVE1E (2010-2014)

2010 B O S AERIZA LRV D, 100km [ ZEFENLTZ A= X7 V7 LW T L— A —v
¥ru—FOAY AICHL/NSWITTOHAEDOHEBEN AV v bEEE L, HEIRGFAETEMOIFEIE
FEEBVIALE2HIBOEREEZIT 7, BEOREEITO®EY TH D,

e To take and/or share responsibility for all aspects of the camp, from planning to completion with

your fellow students. (DT XTHOZ LIZHET L EMELEHEMNOEEE TN HAE D)

e To develop life skills through active involvement with the organizational process and responsibility
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e Make this valuable experience both worthwhile and fun. (50 Z < L WRERIZT 5)
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“I have gained more confidence within myself and the language that I am learning, and I have come out of
my shell a bit more, daring to do more things that I wouldn’t normally do. Since I am a very shy person, the

camp has helped a lot.”
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K1 BLRIEENHER 7 ¥ 2 — L Hil
[ : kR a5 972305 1 HWEH A MTRRRFA DT F w7 4 B EFbEE - )~ F
Week1 Sat Sun Week2 Sat Sun Last day at RMIT

Meeting 0830 - 13:00 Great Ocean Free with host |-Language exchange session with 3 oF 4 |48th Victoria |Presentation preparation
with RIMT staff Enelish Class Road day trip | family/ RMIT [Full-time Japanese students ERER Japanese with RMIT students
Meeting with MSC I friends Speech

-Welcome Party -Culture Business Practice in Asia Contest

[Presentation and
Completion Ceremony

“Special Lecture: Life in

Australia/Australian Hist d
At Australan History an Speech Contest (RMIT Staff students’)

(Tapan focus)
Tutorial attendance

-Intercultural communication -Teaching Assistance in 14 Konshinkai FARE“’E}L PARTY at
workshop by RMIT Staff with RMIT classes (Japanese 1 ~ Japanese§ FATHER'S

students all classes) Office

-RMIT campus walk English Presentation ($25/PERSON)

with MSC Preparation

-Student lead activities with MSC
% T.2X Bucket list to choose
activities from

*Melbourne Zoo

*St-Kilda Beach

-State Library of Victoria
-Unique food (Sydney road)
-0ld buildings

“Kangaroo meat for BBQ
-Eureka Skydeck

-Point Nepean National Park
-Art Museum

(with help from = 3 v 7 4

-BBQ with RMIT Staff,
students, and MSC

“Being part of the committee sounds easy because it just seems like we just ‘hang out’ with the students.
However, it was a great deal of work behind the scenes which involves not only planning but also

communication within the committee members and the Muroran students as well.”

“Being a committee member for Kodai students was one of the most memorable and unique experiences of
my life.”
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“their (% T.K%4E) support at the speech contest that I participated in, really meant a lot to me.
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Despite having to present their findings about Australia in English the next day, all eight of them
stayed with me until the end and gave me many words of encouragement. I cannot thank them
enough for what they have done for me. It may have been a hectic two weeks, but I pulled through
and had the time of my life with the committee members and the Muroran students.
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7=~

-Language Learning Differences in Australia and Japan -Traffic system in Melbourne
-The things I thought about after coming to Melbourne -Melbourne urban planning

-Immigration in Australia -Unique ecosystem

“Helping the students with English and their presentations, gave me a sense of achievement and it made
me feel so proud when they were able to successfully present in front of committee members, other RMIT

students and teachers.”
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1997 11 | Ms. Jill Williams (CELL) and Ms. Emma Goldsworthy (RMIT International) visited
Muroran IT to explain the study tour at CELL (former REW) to the staff of the Office of
International Affairs, MuroranIT.

1998 3 1st Study Tour at CELL (10 participants)

1998 4 | Ms. Lynda Beegle (CELL) and Ms. Emma Goldsworthy (RMIT International) visited
Muroran IT to discuss the possibility of sister relationship between RMIT and Muroran IT
with President Hiroaki Tagashira.

1998 10 | Prof. Kazuhiko Sato, director of the Office of International Affairs, MuroranIT, and Assist.
Prof. Kenya Kadosawa visited RMIT and discussed the exchange agreement with Prof.
Arun Kumar, Head of Department of Civil and Geological Engineering.

1999 3 2nd Study Tour at CELL (12 participants)

1999 3 Signing ceremony of the "Agreement of Co-operation and Student Exchange between
RMIT and MuroranIT ". (signed by Prof. David Wilmoth, Deputy Vice-Chancellor, RMIT,
and Dr. Tagashira, President, MuroranIT. Assoc. Prof. Koko Kanno and Mr. Isamu Ohara,
Director General, MuroranlT, also attended the ceremony.)

2000 3 3rd Study Tour at CELL (10 participants)

2000 3 Prof. Michael Singh, Head of Department, Language and International Studies, RMIT,
visited MuroranlT at the invitation of President Tagashira, MuroranlT, and discussed
development of the relationship between the two universities with President Tagashira and
executive staff members.

2000 10 | Mr. Callum Cowell (RMIT International) visited MuroranIT and met Prof. Kazuhiko Sato,
Vice-President, MuroranlT, staff of the Office of International Affairs, and participants of
the 3rd Study Tour at CELL

2001 3 4th Study Tour at CELL (21 participants)

2002 1 Assoc. Prof. Kanno and Assist. Prof. Kadosawa of the Office of International Affairs,
MuroranlT, visited RMIT and discussed the extension of the exchange agreement with the
staff of RMIT International and CELL.

2002 3 5th Study Tour at CELL (9 participants)

2002 3 Signing ceremony for the extension of the exchange agreement at RMIT.

Prof. Kenichi Matsuoka, Vice-President, MuroranIT, and Prof. Michael Singh, Head of
Department, Language and International Studies, RMIT, attended. Assoc. Prof. Kanno and
Mr. Hitoshi Kawagishi, Foreign Student Section, MuroranIT, also attended the ceremony.
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2002 3 Mr. Atsushi Takagi, Department of Language and International Studies, RMIT, visited
MuroranlT at the invitation of President Tagashira, MuroranIT, and discussed promoting
future exchange with President Tagashira and executive staff members.

2003 3 6th Study Tour at REW (12 participants)

2003 3 Associate. Prof. Kadosawa of the Office of International Affairs, MuroranlT, stayed at the
Department of Language and International Studies, RMIT, as a visiting researcher. (~
Jan.’04)

2004 3 7th Study Tour at REW (20 participants)

2004 5 | Ms. Anna Brown, International Development Manager of REW, visited MuroranIT and met
President Tagashira and Vice-President Makoto Sasaki and discussed continuation of the
study tour at REW.

2004 11 | Associate. Prof. Ken Kadosawa of the Office of International Affairs visited REW Bangkok
Campus and met with Ms. Anna Brown, International Development Manager of REW and
Ms. Uthairat Kokkure, Senior Student Counsellor

2004 11 | 1st Japanese Study Tour from RMIT at Muroran IT (10 participants)

2005 3 8th Study Tour at REW (14 participants)

Associate Professor Kadosawa met Ms. Georgina Douglas and Ms. Barbara
White to discuss renewal of the agreement.

2005 3 Renewal agreements of student exchange and Japanese study tour at Muroran IT were
signed by President Tagashira Hiroaki and Pro Vice-Chancellor Madeleine Reeve.

2005 9 2nd Japanese Study Tour from RMIT at MuroranIT (8 participants)

2006 3 9th Study Tour at REW (5 participants)

Associate Professor Michael Johnson and Ken Kadosawa met Ms. Barbara White
and discussed prospective exchange and the Japanese study tour at Muroran IT

2006 9 3rd Japanese Study Tour from RMIT at MuroranlIT (8 participants)

2007 5 Ms. Anna Brown, International Development Manager of REW, visited MuroranIT and met
Prof. Sakai, Director of Center for international Relations and discuss continuation of the
study tour at REW with Michael Johnson and Kenya Kadosawa.

2007 4th Japanese Study Tour from RMIT at MuroranlIT (9 participants)

2008 3 10th Study Tour at REW (9 participants)

2008 5th Japanese Study Tour from RMIT at MuroranlIT (10 participants)

2009 3 Renewal agreements of student exchange and Japanese study tour at Muroran IT were
signed by Dr. Kenichi Matsuoka President, MuroranIT, accompanied by Mr. Takayuki
Seike, Vice-President & Director General, Mr. Manabu Yoda, Chief of Budget Office,
Accounts Division, Mr. Eric Hagley, Lecturer of English, Common Subject Division

2009 11th Study Tour to RMIT cancelled *No study tours in 2009 due to Swain flue

2010 9 12th Study Tour with Japanese Studies at RMIT (9 participants)

2010 11 | 6th Japanese Study Tour from RMIT at MuroranIT (10 participants)

2011 13th Study Tour with Japanese Studies at RMIT (7 participants)

2011 11 | 7th Japanese Study Tour from RMIT at MuroranIT (10 participants)

2012 9 14th Study Tour with Japanese Studies at RMIT (10 participants)

2012 11 | 8th Japanese Study Tour from RMIT at MuroranIT (8 participants)

2013 15th Study Tour with Japanese Studies at RMIT (10 participants)

2013 11 | 9th Japanese Study Tour from RMIT at MuroranIT (10 participants)

2014 4 Student Mobility Agreement Partnership renewal between MuroranIT and RMIT

2014 8 16th Study Tour with Japanese Studies at RMIT (9 participants)

2014 10 | 10th Japanese Study Tour from RMIT at MuroranlT (9 participants)

2015 8 17th Study Tour with Japanese Studies at RMIT (6 participants)

2016 8 18th Study Tour with Japanese Studies at RMIT (8 participants)

2016 10 | 11th Japanese Study Tour from RMIT at MuroranIT (10 participants)

2017 8 19th Study Tour with Japanese Studies at RMIT (8 participants)

2017 10 | 12th Japanese Study Tour from RMIT at MuroranlT (9 participants)

2018 8 20th Study Tour with Japanese Studies at RMIT (11 participants)

2018 10 | 13th Japanese Study Tour from RMIT at MuroranlT (10 participants)

2019 8 21th Study Tour with Japanese Studies at RMIT (15 participants)

2019 9 Student Mobility Agreement Partnership renewal between MuroranIT and RMIT






