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Comparison of the Purposes of Medical Associations between

Japan and the United States

Isamu SUZUKI and Hironobu KAMIMURA

BE'E : We compared medical associations of Japan with those of the United States in terms of the
purposes prescribed in bylaws. The results showed that more than half of the Japanese medical
associations put up studies of medicine as the final purpose, while the majority of American medical
associations advocate improvement in the quality of medical care as the prime goal. For this reason,
Japanese medical associations are not well qualified to provide certification of physician specialists
because the public expect physician specialists not to be researchers, but to be skilled and

experienced experts in their specialties.
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(American Thoracic Society, Bylaw Article II) The American Thoracic Society (ATS) is a non-profit,

international, professional and scientific society for respiratory and critical care medicine. The ATS is
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American Orthopaedic Association
American Academy of Dermatology
American Society of Anesthesiologists
American College of Radiology
American Academy of Ophthalmology
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
American Academy of Otolaryngology—Head and Neck Surgery
American Urological Association
American Society of Plastic Surgeons
American Society for Clinical Pathology
American Society of Internal Medicine
American Society of General Surgeons
American Diabetes Association
American Association for the Study of Liver Diseases
Infectious Diseases Society of America
American Academy of Emergency Medicine
American Society of Hematology
American College of Cardiology
American Thoracic Society
American Gastroenterological Association

American Society of Nephrology
American Pediatric Society
The Endocrine Society
American College of Gastroenterology
American Institute of Ultrasound in Medicine
American Society of Nephrology
American Association of Neurological Surgeons
American Academy of Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation
American Geriatrics Society
American Association for Thoracic Surgery
Society for Vascular Surgery
(Society for Vascular Surgery)
American Association for Thoracic Surgery
American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy
American Pediatric Surgical Association
American Neurological Association
American College of Rheumatology

(American Cancer Society)
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committed globally to the prevention and treatment of respiratory diseases through research, education,

patient care and advocacy. The long-range goal of the ATS is to decrease morbidity and mortality from
respiratory disorders and life threatening acute illnesses in people of all ages. In keeping with these goals,
the ATS interacts with both national and international organizations which have similar goals. (#f%E % 18
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(American Society of Internal Medicine, Bylaws Article II) The particular mission of the ACP-ASIM is
to enhance the quality and effectiveness of health care by fostering excellence and professionalism in the
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