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Commuting Travel Behavior from Employment Zones
By Yuzo MASUYA, Mitsuhiro SHITAMURA, Tohru TAMURA and Kazuo SAITO

The paper examines commuting travel behavior from employment zones to resident zones in a metropolitan region.

The mean trip length for the commute from work to home and from home to work is analyzed considering the urban
structure. For each employment zone an employment location specific preference function for the journey from work
to home is estimated from travel data. The mean trip length for the commute home from each employment center is
explained by the parameters of the quadratic function that best fits the preference function. The relationship between
the mean trip length and commuting travel behavior is investigated with a multivariate model. Results are presented

using data for 1972, 1983 and 1994 for the city of Sapporo.
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