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On Weak Vowels in English

-Towards an effective way to instruct Japanese learners of English-

Takeshi SHIMADA

(FfaseftH PR 1745 H 23 H MU BEH PR 1749 H 2 H)

Abstract
This article aims to propose a method of instructing English weak vowels to Japanese learners of
English pronunciation. The vowels are differently cognized by English and Japanese speakers
depending on the phonetic and phonological properties of each language. When English speakers
listen to weak vowels, they use their prosodic feature, stress, instead of their segmental feature,
quality. In contrast what counts for the cognition of weak vowels by Japanese speakers is quality
rather than stress. The differences in cognitive clue cause Japanese learners to have problems in the
comprehension of English speech. The present study proposes that Japanese learners use their
cognitive key, quality, and transcribe weak vowels by Kana-transcription({iX4 ) and that the
transcription lead the learners to improve not only their listening skills but also their speaking skills

through English songs.

keywords: weak vowel, schwa, unstressed, quality, Kana-transcription

(1) a. about
b. happy

1. %

T

WEEIZIT WD W B 55 REE (weak vowel) & FEIE
HEEN 3STIEFET D, Z ORFILE IR D2
VWM (unstressed) FENZHRIL D,

c. gradual

(1a)? about DFEFHD R E IX[0] L KiLs v H,
FEOREOHRTIX BHRERLT TRoEE2E
DTH, KLAEEEEOEWLOTH D, TDDH
fhoOREE & B2 | schwad W 9 K5I 72244 /il &2 £ -



TW5,

(1b)? happy DFERIZEA T D REFIE ] & Fi
SND, EOEEIT eat X heat |25 FIL TV D RES]
LRI G L H LD, EERHSICE> T it <° hit
ICEENTWLREENERICIZRS Z L6 D,

(1c)® gradual D[d)IZf&fe L TS REFIHu] & Rt &
N5, TOTFZILwho [IZEENTWAEESF L IFFE T
Th D,

INSOFREFIEIEARADFREIZE>TEDY R
=7 TR RERIIER Th D, LLTTIEES
RE O EMEt L, A ARAFGEFEHE~OWEHE
R 720N,

2. [o] schwa

SREOFHREE O Tl b A7 H D73 schwa LI
FNDbDOTHD, FELs CldplLKiLsnd, B
IR B E 2 FF > L S, BIERE (obscure vowel) &
MEIND Z LD,

FATHIFED Jones™ <2 Gimson®, VAR 72 13 3 Ffk
(LT,

FEEEROREH TCIIEAOBE (b LITEDOES) bE
DORHENIES D L 9 ET_XTOREOHFRNIALE LT
W5 L END, HEET neutral vowel (TWERES) @ &g
DA T D, F-ERH (central vowel)DHiR
BIChdH D, LAT Tl Jones DA 5,

[p] DT i b VR B I TLL T D & 5 7223
N5,

(2) a. about attend attack
b. gentleman manners lemon chorus
c. thetable, awindow
FENEIURa)ITFEERIZ, Qb)IFFEFIZ, £ L TRo)iZ
AHFIZHN LB TH S,
ZOREDRR IR L OTHLOIL, AETE
HEIEDOHIEN G - EFRNND TH D, QDFINRT
ZOEEIL FERLSL LR TE D,
WROFEFIIF)D L 9 7eillzBin D,

(3) condemn, togo, back again,

BT K[l L THIL TV D, 20D
F O 7RBRDR)IX. Q)DFITH-[o] & bl L CHADEA
EOVNEL EDEAITHIDIIRE THREE S LD,
ZOYAHI 2L LTUIRASED 7] SF D [w]iZHE
IL72 b DT D,

K H

Z ORFIALT D EREINR O EH AT I CHEE T 5
BDOIHIRDT, Bk bDTHDL EVWx D, L,
BTRD LI, FEEOREEIY I L CIEEI
HEThod,

B2y~

FARITFE ﬁlﬁzﬁﬁ“éfﬁﬂ%éﬁéo

(4) China, villa, over, manner, bitter, farther
actor, honour, picture, borough, thorough

ZORERIZEND[0)iE. Q)R3) THRz[o] & g5
L BHOBRENRKREINVWEETHD, £-IDEEFE(Q)
RQ)DETG LBHT D Z ENTERNE W) R D
60

3.1l

PEEDFIIE TR OV T L HAL D DA Th
%o ZOREIIIVHAI I IFER OISR EEI BN D,

honey, Sunday

(5) easy, happy,
taxi, coffee

money,

a0 TERD LFERDy ey, ay NN H 7D T &M
2N, ETLLFO LS 58T b B,

(6) previous, tedious, copious
labial, radial, familial

B OBITIEEERED-ious <-ial IZ[i]23E FALTUWND,
B L LCX (BRI 12725, BT %
[0l E LTIE, SEEHED re-Cde-bE D,

(7) react, reinforce, reunite, reorganize

deactivate, deoxidize, deice

SRFE OB U CEEE R Z L1, BEOLEEIE
DI [p] & A— =T v T T DEENRHDH L ThH D,

4.[u]

BB [u) 2T %, ZORRSFOARAMEICE LT
(F-ual R-uous D X 9 7o PERACHIND Z EMIEFITE N,

(8) individual,

vacuous,

residual, casual, sensual, visual

ingenuous, congruous, tumultuous

ZOMMELTD XS 72l IS
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FEEDGIRE IZOWT — AARAFGEAEE DIRE D720z —

(9) influence, affluence, continuance

LDO)DFEIDREY FulZHM T 5 E & L CHRE ]
DEID,

PLEDE®) & QDB FEEIT & - TEGD N &
WO HDO TR, L LELTDO X 5 BAicidfiix
B FoREE AT DA 5.

(10) You are the boy who won the race?

OO Who"i3H[u] & FEF S, AKO[hu] & 13
STWD, ZOBGIIATEFFRERALFTD X 5 7epk
AERA(function word)?2s [55< ] FEHEINLHENI HDT
b5, EDIZD Z DD LT R Z G5 (weak form)
LIRS, JEOITIEf A strong form) & FEZLD,

Z D5 L RO EITSGEEOREE B OREES D
—HTHY, TRTOFEEFICED> TV D ETH
b, T TRIZELD TS Z £1275,

5. HREOJEITMITT

FEEICRIT AP RE OFEL, AARANTGEDIE
ST HBORE e E 705, LUTF Classas &Il
EH O T HNHELE LT,

5.1. SFREEFOBEXEY

YEEOIFREE OB X L) NREECTH D DI FE X%
O [§5&] 1Th D, FEECBW TR 556 Lo
DI WEEIOIR S PR e > TND T Bk, &
SIHFEDL LEOBNTH D, L LARANFHEIC
LS TZDOYFES LEZENREEN DO 2 K&
ST HERE72-TUND,

(11) BASE : 56T 722 SOFEIEH S
T REDHARIC, ORISR TREX
N5,

(12) 955 : AFHIL BmBOHLHOIX, 2Ok
BB B, B<HEINLHH, 70
DIRNHOIE, §5<, FE<REESND, BEIX
JERD OB B T B

() E(12)Z 3 5 & BAGE CIIRE O SSOHR
FEDMRRFESNDDIZH L, SEECTIIRAOFIIZ L -
TESOHWRELZ(LLTLE D Z20390nd, FHE
ELTEZED®Y THY | FGEFEHEZ B TLTZED
FHEEMS SN TUIND TN E S, EEICEE Y %
1T THhDE, TOBUTEMETERWGEAENRE,

TIEED L NTTHUTIGEDOTHEBIG 22 H 2 &
WCTEDLDTHAIN, EEFNEFEREIUEZD D
EWTEDIEAI DN

FOIED—2IE, RV FGEITRIT D559 L 58
DEPEFFELE L HZDLZ ETHDH, WERITED
HEBIR LT, SR EBIRT SOt b
WIODL, FIZICE L CRWbw HFEEIZH > T D
HEEBZIULEDT2M, T L CIEEERTI
o> CURWZOHZ D Z & DRRHTHIFE IR LTl
RE7Z 7= HTHD, ZIUTBELED LR, 72
L Z CD-ROM A ¥ —F v FOEEEZ VW TE -
EREOETYH, FNDEEORE THD Z LIZIED
DDRVINLTH B,

LT D LD FIRIRRGGEE T D LD 2
LITR D Z LM, fFilE L CIIMERoTE, £720%
FAT A TAE—=HI—DFRGER DD, Lo LFERF
BEITHE ) TCTHD EMDDIEN, 121572
IS TRIE S KB LT D X 9 13 b7
A%

7o & 2T ER E 52T TF 2T VA — RO
BT AR TS EEEH RSO E VD
ZEITRH L, DEVSTRWNEFRER)ES LT
2T NVAE— ROEFFENOE TR CTHHEE RS
F2liF By,

MCCTFER R B2 TLE ) L CFERNTHE-TY
A= T HITHOTLEI DT, RILVEXERY G0
EmB7annd Z s TLE I DTHD,

DTV~ BRSBTS IRE D i &
LTUTDOZ L mHON O D HFIIRNINE
Ebhihs,

(13) FEEDOFREECIIF CHEECTHLAIC L » TR
BRI D HONRH D,

(14)a. Who is the boy that won the race?
b. Heis the boy who won the race?
(15)a. Areyou going to the concert?
b. What are you going to play at the concert?

(13) 3R T35 L G5 OENVER L TD, &
DOERFIN(14) E(15)TH D,

(14) TlE"who" & 5 HEESEERTR & LT S 47
e EBRAE & LT S350, AT
JEDhu] & LTERDNDDIZH L, #%E1395/F0[hu)
F7iFul & LTINS ERBITE 5, £72(15)Df%
W5 & [ Clare" &0 9 BiEEDN(15a) Cldfar] & LT,
(I5b) Tldfo] & LTHND EWVD Z L AR Z LN TE



Do
WIZLETL2DDN16) TH D,

(16) STT, D% Y FEEOIEEEIFHEOT % 1EHE
WU L7220,

ZHUF(3) A E AT IR BN B DN SO
ORBIZ72 DD TEDIZITEIEE LMLETH D,
FIBRAGE S L CHAGEIZEE L CLES TR

EIEIET D10 b AR Th D,
(17)a. A > stop  start
b. =7 shop sharp

c. I—bt— coffee coke

(172) TIBEIC HAGEIZASTWD TR Ry L
) BB stop" DFF Th D E BT D & FHEDR
FaBEN G A start" & B ZFR D BENRH S5
Thd, EBEHLHFDa P — MIATo 2B
"Everybody stop" & &> CFHF AW o7z Avlbd SH L
I E LT H DL TRES T & kDo To b
WORRICH RS T2 e D, FIFRHUET T %
fi2~E D & stop" Tld7e < “start" | ZH X FA D FRH NS
VY, (17b) B [FEEDHI T 5,

(170)F L BIHSNDFETH D, ATHRIZTE> T
HRHR I A b & X Za— e —ZFEHATZD
WA= R TELLWIBITH D, TIUTHEZRED
DOFITIIIRN, AT [h—7 4] LEEXR-TZ
BV "coffee" & ZDE FHA THIRE EINES &H
STUWUT, BEDORY ZEfEeR ChIETE 261 TH
Do

BRAZIZ(18) 21 B,

(18) Bz 27z LBV R4 THEEET,

ZOA)ICEL Tifsmb b b & bihvd, 728D
AL E ST LTHIGEOBE R ZEDEEE LI
D2 ENTERVDITIGEOIEEE LR LIEDHTH
Do

L U723 A4, & FEEOEEAIIERIEOD
HD, TOBENIARNIE > TRENTH S, JGE
DIFEEEZDEEr—~vFTHALTHRAT 4T A
B — 23l U2V ozkt L, gz voiud, Bl

K H

WeEFOEFREBBLEES-OLILNTEDL,

EEXR S TR EHDII RSB L 5 LD S EE
DTH 5,
HAGECE Z L IGEIZ2UE TCTHTS) EEN

TIhbrobrd) LatEds, &BICEI LEEE
BEXRDITTORNGED (Hbrobx 9] TExH

Hr—56r—] LHASUTRE 2 EECIEER LT
U, LinLenblZnd (brxrobxr9) % ITh
THIRMHr—b 11— ITE2ALEDRVDIL, [H
EO9bro) EEFITENEGLTET CILOENMEIT
TELHPBTHD,

4 Zlio CTHFEOBTEGT L) DI, EREOF
Fa A LRTUTREO2 [THTS] Tided T
s FIERETE DS SCF- DRt I7 2 51> TUOMUTITEOEIC
HWEOMETLTES [HrH9Bbr9 ] ZBRTLHD
LRICTHD,

I LEDE IR EFHTH2O0NnE N Z LT
ERE S L <I3EAZEINRE LT U oy, 2
ZCIIFFEETH B D BMIT1994)0 L KV EEA e
AT FBH2002)0 & 22T TRL,

LU T TR ERZCOEIZ 2T 5,

(19 a.copy H—E~«
b. holiday /~7 7 = A
~—By

A=

¢. model
d. total

Z OB & T 2 7T FEFDTBENL LN DT
B2,

0)a. fallingover 74—V /) —77
b.fallnover 74—l /—77
c.putitinapan 7'V U F Xz 7
d.infrontof A2 77F

ZOBITNDbD LY = DO—FTH D, B
& (20c)72 EIF2n e D BRI CE 220,

(21) a. Can I help you?
rFA~AE a—
b. What are you going to do?
Upha—ag A by Ry—
c. Can you tell me where I can catch the bus?
roma—TII=UIA4 K v T HINA

ZOBNTAFEEE CESPESIRESTZFVHT, B
FEEBEL RNV TEES Z LN BEOFRILITH B,

ZIZTHIOESEAEHWDRLEEZRT TRE -
VN, FAUTTHIEOZEZR R /B L) Z & Th D,

AARAN~OFEZGZORMEE LT, 9R5 DR DE
BR—RETRWEWND Z WD D, FEEOXRAT 47
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FEEDGIRE IZOWT — AARAFGEAEE DIRE D720z —

A —H—IT & > T[] DEE DL TEE TIE/a<
D GRS DA DY | ORE S LIS L0 159
FAUTBEX B0 (IR 72, Te L ATERD T 1
5795 & BREOBICED T THGET HI1F D DA
MR B DTH B,

— 7 BAGEIIT RS 2R =700, DF RS EIT
HEIOMRFAEE I I L2WSETHDH, D
AAGEZ N—R I LT AR N EE S sGE 2 T Lz
L, PIEEDISITFEINE NS &, HDHHFEORE
WX 7). IROBGEEORAZIE T, F7BIOBFED
R ) &) KO ITEEIZEE SO Clo) A
HDOTHD,

& T ADNEF OREX B OFFE T, [o]ldZFH 7]
LE NG, FITIHN 7] ZEFRITESHD
WX NS, FRLIAORIEE BNV ESE )
BGNRAEL D, BEILHFEmORNVFRFITIL LA
DZ LT, FiDHFEEIZE >INz > T[] DRL
D EIND GRS 2 H DD TH D, FNas<
7o FEFEOERNPRKEXND] LW ) ZEEHZ Db
R, ZOXEEMZDZ LN, EEHFRET A X B
D EWD Z LI 7MN B0 TiERu Y,

LN UARATRFLE T AND & [p] DB E 2T 5
T TR D, LWV OB A THEETTRIC
TEOERENEHRT SN DS TH D, 2F D
B U TRATRLTIUL, ASkIIe] 1 o THIN
TV DOFN, EbA LA DRAICESHZ 5
NHEND Z LT DDTHD, BARRHIES. 2
BRI ZRFER2RI)DFI SR L T2 & 720y,

UbDZEZ#EZ DL, FEEOEEIY 245555
BRZIE, FEE ONGEOREE I ORFERM L T\ 5
HOWEIE T D &) Z LT D, HBEDEH AT
BEDEHA D ED L ITEBSNDDNEHD
RTFIUR, EOREII- T RS O e e L
DFHEN) ZLIZRDENLThD, THUIH LD E
RIDOFEEMNIGEEEIC & > CUTXEE TR DIC
720721 DO TRINTNG] EWnH Z L% T[]
IEHAGEOFIN [7 ] (TS A0 EEDOE RN K E
W EHZ DT EITHELY, D TIER TR,
&V DIFHIFE M2 DIL, FEEOEIZ[)IZED
LT 2D &) BARAD G R EDORRID
Thb,

52. REEOHFG—HKEZRNT—

ATEE CIRA 2 AW CHEX L O EEREABE L
7oo NFCIEEE B T4 it k2 BT 5,

FT(12) IR/ SGEO B ORHEA LA T IS8T
Do

(22) J5E - A EHIX, WBOHDLHOIL, DRk
BRI HOMLS , B<HESNDN, T0ES
DIRNHDIE, §3<, B BESND,

ORI E R OZ oI TR, KETHEE
DZOERLTND, BHCEEZRDIL [HB0H5 T
DIFELHEIND) & BEBORNS O RS
&b EVWIHRRTH D,

AANFEEIC L > UL [HDEERN & [H
HEENENN LN HZE LY [HEEEHNEN
F2X [HAFENEN] L) 2 EDHRERFEND
TR, ERCAR LT, EWV IO HAGE
DESROHPIZEEOXBIMED > TNBNETH D,

TIEFEF TR Z ORBZ FESEHITITE D
THUTENWEA I Dy, FDO—oDHEE LTHREFIH
THIENEZBND,

FTH LITHGEOHROMEE L LT, /NEIDRE D IZ
WILTHEADH HEFFHBELD EWVND Z BB D, F
W ZAT> QUL E ZAVINEIDREE O DN D D
T, FOEFPIRNEND Z ENEHTE D,

F2RBID, SDOICHEERZ LIENHBOH HEE
(Y72 D E AN DOFEAD W EROTH L 0 HREW
HLOMEDIVD, DF D EWVENHTAULE I
BN D END ZEDRBRIIOND LN D Z LIS,
ZDOZ LIHMEARFLOBICE LS [—) OREET
212 I FxA] OXHIBRFLENHTLZ LICE-T
—HBEBAL 725,

FI3HEE L LUIRGEDOLS, OU XLPGFELSE
BEDQYALEHLFEVEDLRNENS ZERDHD, =
DZ L, e D ELSHFKAD L OITUE, SREOR
DA v "= = ) ZLAOEY JiH HIRICEI AT
EWHZ EThB,

UEDES72Z2 B2 DL, HERAWREEEIC
AR A A D EIUL, B DOIGEOFEEES)
DA LN RiAEILS,

PUFCIEEBROFIZ R CHRE 5, HWZDIX The
Carpenters ¢ Top of the World Cd» %, Z DEKIF#R72 U
ALTHLL, B HRGES bRV A E— R Ty
T2 OBRN IR D 1 O TH D, AT H
PRCDE 1 DDA YT- 58, B vg, FOEE,
Z LT EDORETITIIENCIURL VW=, 70k,
AROFGNIAT L EA AL L LTRLESNTEY, £
BN DBCEIN DS D728 0 I TS 5
BB DH, AT, HBEOREL WO BLENHED
DIRINY OFFEEM L TH T TELLTCND, D7
DA TR DATIZIR T HERG 23 [F CATICEAIL T D B
Fd 5, JTLOITORE VITRKLFTHE > TNDHD



T, TOEZEATIICT D EARDRFEAETTARET

b5,

TOP OF THE WORLD

Such a feelin’s comin’ over me
FoFry T4—U X
There is wonder in most
TTIR DR TRy

—/=U73I—

everything I see
TIUT AT A AL —

Not a cloud in the sky
TIIT=UT 4 LRI —A
Got the sun in my eyes And1

Wy Zp—= A T —A B HA
won't be surprised if it's a dream
VA=Y TITART A TA Y 7 Fadf—A

Ev'rything I want the world to be

TUUT 4 HA UH U—T hybE—
Is now coming true
ARXFTOAIFy—
especially for me
AARY Y V=T F——
And the reason is clear It's
TH J—R=RT ) —
because you are here
Eh—aT b —7

You're the nearest thing to heaven
G—4 =TLAT 4 bhy— T

Uy

that I've seen
HIAT Ag—V

I'm on the top of the world Lookin'
TAELH HZyR—UXT—)L L¥x
down on creation And the

TRV JVTA T a R T 4
only explanation |

FoL)— I RATTRA v at—A
can find

A e IV

Isthe love thatl‘ve found Ever
ARKE F=UTTAY Try—vr FTUy—
since you've been around

ALV a—T =X —T

K H

Your love's put me at the top of the world
S—TURT y I=T v FH—R—=TF T =1

Something in the wind has learned

VLT AA T TN TR T=y
my name

~A A A

And it's tellin' me that things are
Tr=yITVI=Fy TP

not the same

Ty HE—A L
In the leaves on the trees And the
AHEN =T B Fal— FH
touch of the breeze

A=y FagRTY)—X
There's a pleasin' sense of happiness for me
FTHFTN =R By ) INEFRAT f—3—

There is only one wish on
TV ZXF L) —=T T 4y a—
my mind

A=A

When this day is through I

VT AATAA RN —T A
hope that I will find

RYTETAT 4T T7—A

That tomorrow will be

o hyE—RUT Y E—

Just the same for you and me
UXARyEA Ly TraT—rI—

All I need will be mine if you are here
A=A == Fy—yt—vA =T a—T—b—7

I'm on the top of the world Lookin'
TAELH HyR—UFT—)L ¥
down on creation And the

FX ) IV a R T
only explanation [

AUV — ZIATIRA v at—A
can find

T T =AY

Isthe love thatI‘ve found Ever
{RE F—TFTGLY Tr—rr FUr—
since you've been around

Ag Y a— T —X—F



FEEOTHRFIZOWVWT — HARAREET

Your love's put me at the top of the world
ST TSy I—=T vy FB—R—T X T—1

WA TG HBoERET. ORWEREITY
TZORSERILT DL, ORFORSHHICIE
DHIRNENS Z L ThD, FRIQIFEET, 2Lz
FEE G URE LS M Q= LTH, M
ZITHNED L BT 52D - 2 5 285 U CirEd
LT ENKUITHD, &0bITEE~DOEIEREDS
2 B FCBRRE NGRS IZZE OADE, LLF OB
BEZTHED,

(23)a. 247
b. recognize X2 A X

career

(23a) & (23b)D THERORFE L E S b b 5RE CilE
R LA )3 G2 b, Lo LIEBEOFE CIEAl
B ), %EE 1) EEZx5Z 80820, 20
LRI OF FHEES D HFNERTS LB LND,

ZORERIRA TG A AT FREDPREH T BV
FINFEBEDOTAZITNZ & HBNDTH D,

6. FE

AR CIIREOII R I TN A Y C O E~DOfR
BHEA R L CE T, FEEOFIRRTITZE D58 S
AARNFEFZIZ L > QRS OFEORE L 725,
FIT, oL EMEOXRRIZ#H 2 T Z
LA B TEERI L AREL,
FIREEOBEOYGES LS 285720 & LTH%E
HANDZ L aRE LT,

BHBETIIHD L RWGEREEOMEE & RS
B ABEDIRDENE Y | A SIF CEERY &
DIZENERGET DAl E T IURIGED Y A= 7 &
AV—F U TRNINMET S LB 2 LD,

e
AFRDOFADBINNT 2 4 DEL DEFE D DAL
AL MEWETEE ENGICEE L CHIRET 217272,
CTISGRELTHEEZR LIV,

SCHR
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