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How Japanese Undergraduates’ Skills in Academic
Writing Develop in the Latter Undergraduate Years:
From Analysis of Self-correction by Graduate Students
in Engineering
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1Center for International Relations, Muroran Institute of Technology
2Faculty of Nursing, The Japanese Red Cross Kyushu International College of Nursing
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With a view to finding useful information for developing assistance for Japanese speakers’ acquisition
of academic writing skills, we tried to grasp how students acquire skills and how their awareness
deepens in their latter undergraduate years by looking into novice graduates’ comments on the
compositions they had written as juniors and their revisions as graduates. Also, interviews to those
who showed remarkable progress were analyzed. The comments revealed strengthened regard for
precision and clarity both in thinking and expressing, in terms of criticism against weak evidence and
inadequate explication, proposal for reduced redundancy and alteration for academic vocabulary. The
graduates’ revisions were more academic in that they were of highly stratified structure, made explicit
by use of meta phrases and discourse markers. The contents were also more academic in that they
included explicit mention of presupposition and detailed descriptions of each stage of reasoning, which
were likely to facilitate the reader’s understanding. The results of interviews showed that observed
improvements in expression were motivated not by mere conforming to models and rules but by
internalized appreciation of effectiveness, and that various interpersonal experiences including failures
enhanced awareness of importance of consideration for the recipients of the message.
Keywords: Japanese speaking students, academic writing skills, self-correction,

structure of composition



